The Parousia of Christ
We Christians believe in the Parousia of Christ and in an end of this world. But we do not know, when this
day will be. The passages in the Bible to the Parousia of Christ and the world's end are summarised into
this essay. It is a matter of keeping up the faith in the Parousia of Christ. The passages in the Bible are
Word of God.
What does the new testament say at the world's end?
Let's start with the Gospels, with Matthew chapter 24. Among the rest, here we read as an answer to
the question of the disciples: „...Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For
many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. And you will hear
of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. Then they will deliver
you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And
then many will fall away1 and betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will
arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. ...Immediately
after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. ... Then will appear in heaven
the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a
loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other. ...But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man.
This place about the end of this world stands in connection with the announcement of the near
destruction of Jerusalem. The chapter 24 of the Gospel after Matthew for the end time follow the similes
of ten virgins, from the entrusted money and from the Last Judgement who call the person for the
watchfulness and admonish him. Parallel passages in the Bible are found with Mark and Luke.
Mark chapter 13 tells us: „And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James
and John and Andrew asked him privately: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign
when all these things are about to be accomplished?” And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one
leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. And
when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. ...And you will be
hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. ...But in those days,
after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson:
as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away. But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time
will come. ...“
And the Gospel of Luke knows: „And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire
to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’
or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one
side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must suffer many things and be
rejected by this generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—
they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went

out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— so will it be on the day
when the Son of Man is revealed.“ (Luke 17, 22-29)
„And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he
said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone
upon another that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be,
and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” And he said, “See that you are not
led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after
them. And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place,
but the end will not be at once.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And
there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings
and governors for my name’s sake. This will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in
your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which
none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be delivered up even by parents
and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. You will be hated by all
for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives.
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. Then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not
those who are out in the country enter it, for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.
Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be
great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. They will fall by the edge of the sword and
be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with
fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.” And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out in
leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will
not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape
all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21)
The Gospel of John provides no information about the world's end.
With it the essential places are enumerated in the Gospels about the end of the world. They should not be
commented anymore; this should leave to the reader to be. It recommends to take the Bible to the hand
and to read up the given passages.
The letters of the apostle Paul
Paul refers in the Roman's letter to Isaiah 59, 20f: „a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The
Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; “and this will be my covenant with
them when I take away their sins.” ...“ (Romans 11,25f)
In 1 Corinthians 15, 20-28 and 1 Corinthians 15, 51-58 we find an instruction of Paul to his listeners
about the resurrection of the dead people which deals beside also indirectly with the subject „The world's
end“. Besides, in 1 Thessalonians 4, 13 and the following he still explains things which will enter on the
Day of Judgement, and he admonishes the people to the watchfulness.
The second letter of the apostle Paul to the Thessalonians chapter 2 becomes further again and
prophesies a big apostasy and one will rise about all saint:"...Now concerning the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in
mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that
the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these
things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the
way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his

mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the
activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who
are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends them a
strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you through our gospel, so that you
may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions
that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,
comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.“
And in 2 Timothy 3 Paul writes: "But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving
good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having
the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. For among them are those who
creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions,
always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres
opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding
the faith. But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.“
The second letter of the apostle Peter
Peter writes in his second letter:"...This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In
both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the
predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles,
knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful
desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this
fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the
word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept
until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish,
but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and
the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt
as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells." (2 Peter 3, 3-13)
The letter of Jude
Jude, the brother of Jakobus, writes: „...It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment
on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” These are
grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing
favoritism to gain advantage. But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.” It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building
yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God,
waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who
doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the flesh....“ ( Jude 14f )
So far we ascertain, to sum up: Several times we read in the letters of the new testament of the fact that
the Christians expect the Parousia of Christ. These Parousia is connected at the end of this world and with
the creation of a new world. The vision of a new world is of full hope that then justice will rule. And the
Christians are admonished to the watchfulness. "Who remains firmly up to the end, will become saved
werden." At the end of the times many will drop from God. The whole malice of these people will become
obvious. However, the day of man will come.

The Revelation of John
This writing of the new testament, which goes back to the apostle John, reports about visions, from
chapter 4 of visions of the heaven, like the visions of the prophet Daniel in the old testament. By the
richly illustrated language and by many symbols the text is very difficult to understand. There are already
difficulties by the translation. How has John expressed himself at that time when he reported about
visions of the heaven and in it about the end of the world? There are three interpretations different from
the principle:
- One the book sees all together as a consolation book for the young Christianity which waited for the
quick Parousia of Christ.
- The other refers at the moment of the first Christians. Then the prophesied incidents are valid for an
immediately approaching of the end of the world as it was believed in the first century.
- The third one sees the expectation of the world's end in an uncertain future. The fulfilment of the
prophecies is in unknown time.
The seven trompets
The revelation of John encloses visions of the rage of God against the dropped mankind. Among the rest,
specifically is to be read in relevation 8-11:
„The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were
thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up,
and all green grass was burned up. The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great
mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the
living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. The third angel blew his
trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on
the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood.2 A third of the waters became wormwood, and
many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter. The fourth angel blew his trumpet,
and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of
their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of
the night. … And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he
was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from
the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the
smoke from the shaft. Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like
the power of scorpions of the earth. They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant
or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. They were
allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of
a scorpion when it stings someone. And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will
long to die, but death will flee from them. In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle:
on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like
women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the
noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. They have tails
and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails. They have as
king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called
Apollyon. The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come. Then the sixth angel blew his
trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, saying to the sixth angel
who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So the four
angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a
third of mankind. The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard
their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore
breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions’
heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of
mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. For the power of the
horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of
them they wound. The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the
works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone
and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or
their sexual immorality or their thefts.“
These visions make only hard indicate, because we hardly find explanations of the pictures and symbols,
it uses. Thus they remain for us a riddle. The faith accepts them, nevertheless, as a word of God,
however, stands there as helplessly and indecisively. Hence, three different interpretations mentioned in
the beginning of the revelation probably also formed. The problem is to be translated the richly illustrated
language of John into the language of the today's time. The revelation speaks, for example, of the whore
of Babylon. This must not be understood literally; since every form of lapse from faith in God is called in
the Bible often "harlotry".

The designation of the chosen and the court
In Relevation 7, 1-17 we hear from the designation of the chosen of God. In Revelation 14, 1-5 follows
next the picture of the lamb and its suite which stand on the mountain Zion. And in the following verses
the court of God is announced of whom the chosen must not be afraid, but which will be a terrible penal
court for the dropped people.
The seven angels with seven plagues
To seven angels with the trombones and the announcement of the court the a little later vision of seven
angels with seven plagues joins in relevation 15: "Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing,
seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. And I
saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered the beast
and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their
hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great
and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the
nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come
and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” After this I looked, and the sanctuary of
the tent of witness in heaven was opened, and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the
seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. And one of the four
living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever
and ever, and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one
could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished."
The vision of seven angels with the seven plagues speaks exactly like the vision of seven trombone
angels of dreadful punishments of God and of the people who are not ready to give him the honour, but
slander him anymore. As punishments of God trees, sea and waters are damaged.
Other pictures from the revelation of John
Besides pictures of Babylon, which is symbolically a centre of the godlessness, come in chapter 17. This
town leads an ungodly life and God will radically destroy it. A mark on the forehead is made to the
chosen of God, and who has this mark, remains from the rage of God spared. Pictures of many-headed
monsters should probably indicate the chaos in the world. (see chapter 13) The vision of the fight of the
archangel Michael against the dragon, the vision of falling down of the dragon on the earth and the vision
of the pursuit of the woman, whom a child had born, by the dragon, tells about the fight between good
and evil in the world (see chapter 12). However, at the end God will win and his Messiah, the lamb, will
lay to him the power at feet. This is a message of the revelation of John. Concrete incidents of our time
cannot be transferred simply to the prophesied incidents of the visions. Only the faith feeds the notion of
the development as it will take the world. In this respect this book is also a consolation book. Basically
remains only the faith and hope that God will win and his chosen with him. The revelation is not treated
with this essay long ago fatiguingly, and it recommends to itself a repeated reading for the better
understanding.
The theologians should maybe check the translation of the revelation whether a new translation of the
text in view of some parallels was announced to the today's time. Since a translation also is always partly
an interpretation. And the revelation comes from a far-off time, from another society and from another
language. From there a translation faithful to sense is extremely difficult. Then deciphered from today's
view, under certain points of view and with a firm faith in God, the revelation of John possibly presents
itself quite differently.
The Fall of Babylon
„After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was
made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!
She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean
bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. For all nations have drunk1 the wine of the passion
of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” Then I heard another
voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in
her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. Pay her
back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for
her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of
torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I
shall never see.’ For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine,
and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” And the kings of the

earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when
they see the smoke of her burning. They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, “Alas! Alas!
You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.” And the
merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, cargo of gold,
silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of
articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense,
myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that
is, human souls. “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and
your splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!” The merchants of these wares, who gained
wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, “Alas, alas, for
the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and
with pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” And all shipmasters and seafaring
men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried out as they saw the smoke of her
burning, “What city was like the great city?” And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and
mourned, crying out, “Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her
wealth! For in a single hour she has been laid waste. Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and
apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!” Then a mighty angel took up a
stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “So will Babylon the great city be thrown
down with violence, and will be found no more; and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players
and trumpeters, will be heard in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more,
and the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more,
and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great
ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery. And in her was found the blood of
prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth.” (Revelation 18)
This vision reminds me strongly of the destruction of the World Trade centres.
The First Beast
"And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns
and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a
bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and
great authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and
the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.“ (Relevation 13, 1-3)
This vision of the monster, who climbs up from the sea, seems at first absolutely incomprehensible,
however, had in front East in the antiquity a known meaning. At that time one connected with this picture
the association of big chaos, which should come about the world. Chaos, we have this today if one sees
on the variety of the information, which reaches us by radio, television, books, newspapers and media at
all. We have no more overview about the things, which surround us. Opinions far gape, are confused and
absolutely contradicting. Today from order any more the speech can also not be with view of the
behaviour of the people. In this respect a chaos has broken down during these days upon the world as
there has not been before. This chaos is in the book of the revelation of John a conceivable omen from
the end of the world.
The Second Beast
"Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.
It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence,3 and makes the earth and its inhabitants
worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come
down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence
of4 the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was
wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that
the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the
beast to be slain. Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, 5 to be
marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is,
the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. "
(Revelation 13, 11-18)
The decipherment of the meaning of the number 666 has produced countless theories. They are sceptical
and sober to consider.
The revelation of John still contains many other pictures and symbols and a lot remains puzzling for us
today furthermore. We cannot recognise their sense right. The revelation of John is a remaining riddle for
us. What remains the reminder is to be watchful!

And what does the old testament say about the end of the world?
Daniel
The visions of the prophet Daniel are interesting and mysteriously. In Dan 8, 13-26 we read: “Then I
heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, “For how long is the vision
concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the
sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?” And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings.
Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.” When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought
to understand it. And behold, there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. And I heard a
man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”
So he came near where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to
me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the end.” And when he had spoken to
me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched me and made me stand up. He
said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to
the appointed time of the end. As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of
Media and Persia. And the goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn between his eyes is the first
king. As for the horn that was broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from
his5 nation, but not with his power. And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have
reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. His power shall be great
—but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what he does,
and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper
under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And
he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand. The
vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to
many days from now.”
This vision of Daniel and other similar visions in chapter 7-12 expressly refer to the days of the end time.
They resemble from the kind and unintelligibility here the visions of the revelation of John and announce
the Last Judgement.
With Daniel this passage is also found: “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge
of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till
that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in
the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.“ (Daniel 12, 1-3)
Isaiah
In this book of the old testament we find from the chapter 24 the so-called "Isaiah's apocalypse"; since
Isaiah annunciates the Last Judgement of God: „On that day the Lord will punish the host of heaven, in
heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. (Isaiah 24, 21) and the end of the world: „...Now
therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds be made strong; for I have heard a decree of destruction from the
Lord God of hosts against the whole land. ...“ (Isaiah 28, 22) However, he also promises hope for the
people Israel: „... O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. I have blotted out your transgressions like a
cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you. ...“ (Isaiah 44, 21f) „...“And a
Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord. “And as
for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I
have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out
of the mouth of your children’s offspring,” says the Lord, “from this time forth and forevermore ...“
(Isaiah 59, 20f) These promises are still valid and are also given by other prophets by order of God:
The Prophets Joel, Zechariah and Ezekiel
With these words Joel pronounces the Last Judgement, the Day of the Lord, for Zion and all inhabitants of
the country:„...Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of
the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful
people; their like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all
generations. Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden of
Eden before them, but behind them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them. Their appearance
is like the appearance of horses, and like war horses they run. As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap
on the tops of the mountains, like the crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a powerful
army drawn up for battle. Before them peoples are in anguish; all faces grow pale. Like warriors they
charge; like soldiers they scale the wall. They march each on his way; they do not swerve from their

paths. They do not jostle one another; each marches in his path; they burst through the weapons and
are not halted. They leap upon the city, they run upon the walls, they climb up into the houses, they
enter through the windows like a thief. The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. The sun and
the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. The Lord utters his voice before his army,
for his camp is exceedingly great; he who executes his word is powerful. For the day of the Lord is great
and very awesome; who can endure it? “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love; and he relents over disaster....“ (Joel 2, 1-13)
„“For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will
gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And I will enter into judgment
with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them
among the nations and have divided up my land, and have cast lots for my people, and have traded a
boy for a prostitute, and have sold a girl for wine and have drunk it. “What are you to me, O Tyre and
Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? Are you paying me back for something? If you are paying me back,
I will return your payment on your own head swiftly and speedily. For you have taken my silver and my
gold, and have carried my rich treasures into your temples. You have sold the people of Judah and
Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their own border. Behold, I will stir them up
from the place to which you have sold them, and I will return your payment on your own head. I will sell
your sons and your daughters into the hand of the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the
Sabeans, to a nation far away, for the Lord has spoken.” Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for
war;3 stir up the mighty men. Let all the men of war draw near; let them come up. Beat your plowshares
into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, “I am a warrior.” Hasten and come,
all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, O Lord. Let the
nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the
surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The
vats overflow, for their evil is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their
shining. The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth
quake. But the Lord is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to the people of Israel. ...“ (Joel, 3, 1-15)
The end of the time is often associated with the return and rescue of Israel at the end of the times. The
prophet Sacharja knows: „...My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again
comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’ ...“ (Zechariah 1, 17) and „Thus says the Lord: I have
returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem...Behold, I will save my people from the east
country and from the west country, and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they
shall be my people, and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”...“ (Zechariah 8, 1-8)
„...“Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to all the surrounding peoples. The siege
of Jerusalem will also be against Judah. On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the
peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves. And all the nations of the earth will gather against it.
On that day, declares the Lord, I will strike every horse with panic, and its rider with madness. But for
the sake of the house of Judah I will keep my eyes open, when I strike every horse of the peoples with
blindness. Then the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength
through the Lord of hosts, their God.’ “On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a blazing pot in the
midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And they shall devour to the right and to the left all
the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem. “And the
Lord will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of
the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not surpass that of Judah. On that day the Lord will protect the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and the house
of David shall be like God, like the angel of the Lord, going before them. And on that day I will seek to
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. “And I will pour out on the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly
over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the
mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. ...“ (Zachariah, 12, 3-10)
There is the promise for Israel from the hostile people to be freed and to convert at the same time to the
true Messiah, Jesus Christ; since it is HE which they have pierced.
And Ezekiel says: „I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you
into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new
spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my
rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be

your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it
abundant and lay no famine upon you. I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field
abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will
remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your
iniquities and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord God; let that be
known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel. “Thus says the Lord God:
On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the
waste places shall be rebuilt. And the land that was desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the
desolation that it was in the sight of all who passed by.“ (Ezekiel 36, 24-34)
In the chapter 37 we find with him the vision of the raising of Israel which he summarises into one
sentence:„...And I will bring you into the land of Israel. ...“ ( Ezekiel 37, 12)
„...The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down
in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there
were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy
over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied,
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and
say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. Then he said to me, “Son of man, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are indeed cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then
you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”...“ (Ezekiel,37, 1ff)
Do the promises of these prophets mean possibly nothing else, as that God will take pity on his people
Israel at the end of the times again and make it again his people, and that Israel will preserve then its
alliance in eternity? And has it not happened during our days that the people Israel have gathered again
and have founded in its country a new state, so that the words Ezechiels come true? Thus it has
happened last century, and the state Israel was anew founded in 1948.
Summary of the investigation of the old and new testament.
With it the whole Bible from Catholic view is investigated and the essential statements are cited on the
subject the world's end and to the Parousia of Christ. Now the reader can make off his own picture.
Everybody itself can read up the cited passages and think about it. This was also the original sense of this
essay in which all passages are performed.
This reminder applies for us: "And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As
soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away. “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come
upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may
have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.” (Luke 21, 29-36) ...and this promise applies for us: "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21, 1-4)

